
 

 

    Prompt: Discuss a 

conflict in the story. 

        Brent, in Whirligig, by 

Paul Fleischman, has lots of 

internal conflicts.  His family 

moves a lot because of his 

dad’s job, and he struggles 

to fit in.  At the beginning 

of the novel, he attends a 

party with a new friend.  He 

spends lots of time picking 

out his outfit, but discovers 

when he arrives at the party 

that he is wearing the wrong 

colors.  The theme is black 

and white and he has a Chica-

go Bulls jersey on.  

“Everything about the party 

made him nervous, ” but he 

knew that “Losing his cool 

here would be” a big problem 

(p.11). 
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A note to families from Cheryl Wrin,  

Director of English Language Arts 

The more that you read, the more 

things you will know.  The more that 

you learn, the more places you’ll go. 

- Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss taught so many of us at an early age to love 

reading through a delightful sense of imagination and 

possibilities.  READING is the single most important 

thing we can do for our own success, both in and out of 

school.  Additionally, just think of the pure enjoyment 

and entertainment we get from reading! Lifelong learning 

is essential for gaining new knowledge, communicating 

effectively, and being prepared for all that life has to of-

fer.  Summer reading helps students hang on to skills 

they’ve learned.  And the more they read, the stronger 

these skills become.  Please share reading with your child 

by talking about books and asking lots of questions.  Hap-

py reading! 

As with any independent reading, we encourage  

families to help their child choose books of  

suitable interest and maturity level. 



 Summer reading allows students to have some choice 

in what they read and contributes to their enjoyment of 

reading.  Lifelong learners value summer reading as an 

opportunity to practice the skill of reading.   

 Students who read over the summer return to school in 

September ready to work on increasingly challenging 

material. Parents and guardians are encouraged to help 

their children choose books that are interesting and 

appropriate. 

 

 

 

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 

For each book read, you will keep a journal or log 

where you will: 

 FIRST: Record the title of the book, the author 

and the year it was published. 

 SECOND: Respond, in writing, to the Journal 

Prompts listed to the right. Please respond to 

AT LEAST ten prompts for each book while 

reading. ***Each journal entry should be at 

least five to six sentences long.*** (So for two 

books, you’ll have at least twenty (20) entries; if 

you read three books, you’ll have at least thirty 

(30) entries.) You may use all of the journal 

prompts suggested in this brochure. 

 THIRD: In September, you will: 

1. Present one of your journals (the best one, in 

your opinion) for a test grade.   

2. For the second book, you will use your second 

journal to complete a project from a short list 

of options. Details for this assignment will be 

available the first week of school in Septem-

ber 2012.  

Why Read in the 

Summer? 

FICTION 

* Explain the main idea and 2 supporting details from what you 

have read today. 

NON FICITON 

* Explain why you selected this non-fiction text. What are the 2 

most important pieces of information you have learned? 

BOTH 

* Discuss a favorite passage and explain why you like it. Be 

specific. 

* Would this book make a good movie? Why or why not? Who 

would you choose to play the main character? 

* Would you recommend this book to a classmate? Why or why 

not? What kind of reader would enjoy this book? 

* Would you read another book by this author? Explain why or 

why not.  

* Would you read another book on this subject? Explain why or 

why not. 

* Choose one conflict in the story and explain how the character 

reacted to it. What motivated the character to act this way? 

* Write a letter to the author about how to improve the book and 

why you think your suggestions would be helpful to future read-

ers. 

* Write a letter to the main character giving them advice about 

how they should have handled the conflict. 

* What surprised you about the book? Why? What did you ex-

pect? 

* List 5 questions you would like to ask the author about the 

book. Explain why you chose each question. 

* List 5 predictions you have about the book. What clues did the 

author give you that lead to these predictions? 

* Illustrate and label a 3-picture cartoon strip with dialogue of an 

important event in the book. 

* List and explain 5 examples of figurative language (metaphor, 

simile, personification, etc) you have read. What do they mean? 

* Describe the main conflict in the story: who are the characters 

involved, what is the problem, and what is the solution? 

* Describe 2 elements of the setting and how they affect the sto-

ry. 

* Compare and contrast the traits of 2 characters in the story. 

What words and actions support these traits? 

Suggested Book List 

FICTION 

 

 Balliet, Blue Chasing Vermeer 

 Creech, Sharon The Wanderer 
 Schmidt, Gary Lizzie Bright and the 

Buckminster Boy 
 Colfer, Eion Artemis Fowl series 
 Korman, Gordon Island series 
 Spinelli, Jerry Crash 

 Paterson, Katherine Jacob I Haved 

Loved 

 Miller,Sarah, Miss Spitfire: Reaching 

Helen Keller 

 Peck, Richard. On the Wings of Heroes. 

 Anderson, Laurie Halse Fever 1793** 

NON-FICTION 

 Tanaka, Shelley. Secrets of The Mum-

mies or his other books 

 David, Laurie and Gordon, Cambria The 

Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warm-

ing. 

 Danticat, Edwidge Behind the Mountain. 

  Murphy, Jim  An American Plague: The 

True and Terrifying Story of the Yel-

low Fever Epidemic of 1793 ** 

 Jiang, Ji Li. The Red Scarf Girl: A Mem-

oir of the Cultural Revolution. 

 Stone, Tanya Lee Almost Astronauts: 13 

Women Who Dared to Dream 

 Allen,Thomas B. Harriet Tubman, Se-

cret Agent: How Daring Slaves and 

Free Blacks Spied for the Union Dur-

ing the Civil War. 

 Kerley, Barbara Walt Whitman: Words 

for America 

 

You are required to read AT LEAST TWO 

books this summer.  At least ONE of these 

must be non-fiction. 


