
April 22, 2010 

    Prompt: Discuss a 

conflict in the story. 

        Brent, in Whirligig, by 

Paul Fleischman, has lots of 

internal conflicts.  His fam-

ily moves a lot because of 

his dad’s job, and he strug-

gles to fit in.  At the begin-

ning of the novel, he at-

tends a party with a new 

friend.  He spends lots of 

time picking out his outfit, 

but discovers when he ar-

rives at the party that he is 

wearing the wrong colors.  

The theme is black and 

white and he has a Chicago 

Bulls jersey on.  

“Everything about the party 

made him nervous, ” but he 

knew that “Losing his cool 

here would be” a big prob-

lem (p.11). 

Sample  

Journal Entry 

Summer 

Reading 

Guide  

Grade 7 

Respect 

Opportunity 

Community 

Knowledge 

READING R.O.C.K.s! 

Randolph Community Middle School 

225 High Street 

Randolph, MA 02368 

RandolphRandolph  

CommunityCommunity   

Middle School Middle School 

For more information, contact 

Ms. Cheryl Wrin, Director 

English Language Arts K-12 

781-961-6220, ext 542 

wrinc@randolph.k12.ma.us 

Prompt 

Date 

Entry is at 
least 5-6 

sentences 

A note to families from Cheryl Wrin,  

Director of English Language Arts 

The more that you read, the more 

things you will know.  The more that 

you learn, the more places you’ll go. 

- Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss taught so many of us at an early age to love 

reading through a delightful sense of imagination and 

possibilities.  READING is the single most important 

thing we can do for our own success, both in and out of 

school.  Additionally, just think of the pure enjoyment 

and entertainment we get from reading! Lifelong learning 

is essential for gaining new knowledge, communicating 

effectively, and being prepared for all that life has to of-

fer.  Summer reading helps students hang on to skills 

they’ve learned.  And the more they read, the stronger 

these skills become.  Please share reading with your child 

by talking about books and asking lots of questions.  Hap-

py reading! 

As with any independent reading, we encourage  

families to help their child choose books of  

suitable interest and maturity level. 

Sample Journal Entry 

April 22, 2012 

    Prompt: Discuss a con-

flict in the story. 

        Brent, in Whirligig, by Paul 

Fleischman, has lots of internal con-

flicts.  His family moves a lot because 

of his dad’s job, and he struggles to fit 

in.  At the beginning of the 

novel, he attends a party 

with a new friend.  He 

spends lots of time picking 

out his outfit, but discovers 

when he arrives at the party that he is 

wearing the wrong colors.  The theme 

is black and white and he has a Chi-

cago Bulls jersey on.  “Everything 

about the party made him nervous, ” 

but he knew that “Losing his cool 

here would be” a big problem (p.11). 
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******************* 

   Your two journals are due September 7, 

2012. 

   Your project, most of which will be com-

pleted in class, is due September 14, 2012. 

Your success on this project and on in-class 

work depends on you completing the read-

ing and the journals! 



 Summer reading allows students to have some 

choice in what they read and contributes to their 

enjoyment of reading.  Lifelong learners value 

summer reading as an opportunity to practice the 

skill of reading.   

 

 Students who read over the summer return to 

school in September ready to work on increasingly 

challenging material. Parents and guardians are 

encouraged to help their children choose books that 

are interesting and appropriate. 

********** 

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 

For each book read, you will keep a journal or log 

where you will: 

 FIRST: Record the title of the book, the author 

and the year it was published. 

 SECOND: Respond, in writing, to the Journal 

Prompts listed to the right. Please respond to 

AT LEAST ten prompts for each book while 

reading. (So for two books, you’ll have at least 

twenty (20) entries; if you read three books, you’ll 

have at least thirty (30) entries.) You may use all of 

the journal prompts suggested in this brochure, and 

you CAN make up your own prompts and respond 

to them. (See sample on back of this flyer.) 

 THIRD: In September, you will use your  

journal/log to write a composition about one or 

more of the books you have  read this summer. 

 

 

Why Read in the Summer? FICTION PROMPTS 

 Explain the main idea and provide 2 supporting details from 

what you have read today. 

NON-FICTION 

 Explain why you selected this non-fiction text. What are 

the 2 most important pieces of information you have 

learned? 

BOTH 

 Describe the cover art. What does it show/represent? What 

can you predict about the story? Why? 

 Would this book make a good movie? Why or why not? Who 

would you choose to play the main character? 

 Would you recommend this book to a classmate? Why or why 

not? What kind of reader would enjoy this book? 

 Would you read another book by this author? Explain why or 

why not.  

 Would you read another book on this subject? Explain why or 

why not. 

 Choose one conflict in the story and explain how the character 

reacted to it. What motivated the character to act this way? 

 Write a letter to the author about how to improve the book and 
why you think your suggestions would be helpful to future 

readers. 

 Write a letter to the main character giving them advice about 

how they should have handled the conflict. 

 What surprised you about the book? Why? What did you 

expect? 

 List 5 questions you would like to ask the author about the 

book. Explain why you chose each question. 

 List 5 predictions you have about the book. What clues did the 

author give you that lead to these predictions? 

 Illustrate and label a 3-picture cartoon strip with dialogue of 

an important event in the book. 

 List and explain 5 examples of figurative language (metaphor, 

simile, personification, etc) you have read. What do they 

mean? 

 Describe the main conflict in the story: who are the characters 

involved, what is the problem, and what is the solution? 

 Describe 2 elements of the setting and how they affect the 

story. 

 Compare and contrast the traits of 2 characters in the story. 

What words and actions support these traits? 

Suggested Book List 

FICTION 

 

 Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster. 

 Fox, Paula. Slave Dancer. 
 Guy, Rosa. The Friends. 
 McGuigan, Mary Ann. Where You Belong. 
 Ho, Minfong. The Clay Marble. 
 Peck, Richard. Father Figure. 
 Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl. 

 Staples, Suzanne Fisher. Shabanu: 

Daughter of the Wind. 

 

NON-FICTION 

 Aikman, Troy. Things Change. 

 Asgedom, Mawi. The Code: The 5 Secrets 

of Teen Success. 

 Asher, Sandy (ed). On Her Way: Stories 

and Poems about Growing up Girl. 

 Bedell, JM. Finding Courage: History’s 

Young Heroes and their Amazing Deeds. 

 Fleischman, Sid. Escape: The Story of the 

Great Houdini. 

 Glover, Savion & B. Webber. Savion: My 

Life in Tap. 

 Jeter, Derek & J. Curry. The Life you Im-

agine: Life Lessons for Achieving your 

Dreams. 

 Kaufman, Gershen, et als. Stick up for 

Yourself: Every Kid’s Guide to Personal 

Power and Positive Self-Esteem 

 Smith, Roland. Sea Otter Rescue: The Af-

termath of an Oil Spill. 

 Van Meter, Vicki & D. Gutman. Taking 

Flight: My Story. 

You are required to read AT LEAST TWO 

books this summer! 

 Summer reading allows students to have some choice 

in what they read and contributes to their enjoyment of 

reading.  Lifelong learners value summer reading as an 

opportunity to practice the skill of reading.   

 Students who read over the summer return to school in 

September ready to work on increasingly challenging 

material. Parents and guardians are encouraged to help 

their children choose books that are interesting and 

appropriate. 

 

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 

For each book read, you will keep a journal or log 

where you will: 

 FIRST: Record the title of the book, the author 

and the year it was published. 

 SECOND: Respond, in writing, to the Journal 

Prompts listed to the right. Please respond to 

AT LEAST ten prompts for each book while 

reading. ***Each journal entry should be at 

least five to six sentences long.*** (So for two 

books, you’ll have at least twenty (20) entries; if 

you read three books, you’ll have at least thirty 

(30) entries.) You may use all of the journal 

prompts suggested in this brochure. 

 THIRD: In September, you will: 

1. Present one of your journals (the best one, in 

your opinion) for a test grade.   

2. For the second book, you will use your second 

journal to complete a project from a short list 

of options. Details for this assignment will be 

available the first week of school in Septem-

ber 2012. 

Why Read in the Summer? 

You are required to read AT LEAST TWO 

books this summer.  At least ONE of these 

must be non-fiction. 


