
Books are the quietest and 

most constant of friends; 

they are the most accessi-

ble and wisest of counse-

lors,  and the  most patient  

of teachers.       

                 ~Charles W. Eliot 

 

A book is like a garden car-

ried in the pocket.  

             ~ Chinese Proverb 

 

Books are lighthouses 

erected in the sea of time. 

                      ~ E.P. Whipple 

 

To read without reflecting 

is like eating without di-

gesting. 

~ Edmund Burke 
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    Prompt: Discuss a conflict 

in the story. 

        Brent, in Whirligig, by Paul 

Fleischman, has lots of internal con-

flicts.  His family moves a lot because 

of his dad’s job, and he strug- gles 

to fit in.  At the beginning of 

the novel, he attends a party 

with a new friend.  He 

spends lots of time picking 

out his outfit, but discovers 

when he arrives at the party that he is 

wearing the wrong colors.  The theme 

is black and white and he has a Chi-

cago Bulls jersey on.  “Everything 

about the party made him nervous, ” 

but he knew that “Losing his cool 

here would be” a big problem (p.11). 
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A note to families from Cheryl Wrin,  

Director of English Language Arts 

The more that you read, the more 

things you will know.  The more that 

you learn, the more places you’ll go. 

- Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss taught so many of us at an early age to love 

reading through a delightful sense of imagination and 

possibilities.  READING is the single most important 

thing we can do for our own success, both in and out of 

school.  Additionally, just think of the pure enjoyment 

and entertainment we get from reading! Lifelong learning 

is essential for gaining new knowledge, communicating 

effectively, and being prepared for all that life has to of-

fer.  Summer reading helps students hang on to skills 

they’ve learned.  And the more they read, the stronger 

these skills become.  Please share reading with your child 

by talking about books and asking lots of questions.  Hap-

py reading! 

As with any independent reading, we encourage  

families to help their child choose books of  

suitable interest and maturity level. 

For more information, contact 

Ms. Cheryl Wrin, Director 

English Language Arts K-12 

781-961-6220, ext 542 

wrinc@randolph.k12.ma.us 

Respect 

Opportunity 

Community 

Knowledge 

READING R.O.C.K.s! 

********************* 

 Your two journals are due September 7, 

2012.  

 

 Your project, most of which will be com-

pleted in class, is due September 14, 2012.  

Your success on this project and on in-

class work depends on you completing 

the reading and the journals! 



 Summer reading allows students to have some choice 

in what they read and contributes to their enjoyment of 

reading.  Lifelong learners value summer reading as an 

opportunity to practice the skill of reading.   

 Students who read over the summer return to school in 

September ready to work on increasingly challenging 

material. Parents and guardians are encouraged to help 

their children choose books that are interesting and 

appropriate. 

 

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 

For each book read, you will keep a journal or log 

where you will: 

 FIRST: Record the title of the book, the author 

and the year it was published. 

 SECOND: Respond, in writing, to the Journal 

Prompts listed to the right. Please respond to 

AT LEAST ten prompts for each book while 

reading. ***Each journal entry should be at 

least five to six sentences long.*** (So for two 

books, you’ll have at least twenty (20) entries; if 

you read three books, you’ll have at least thirty 

(30) entries.) You may use all of the journal 

prompts suggested in this brochure. 

 THIRD: In September, you will : 

1. Present one of your journals (the best one, in 

your opinion) for a test grade.   

2. For the second book, you will complete a pro-

ject from a short list of options. Details for 

this assignment will be available the first 

week of school in September 2012. 

Why Read in the Summer? Journal Prompts for Fiction Suggested Book List 

FICTION 

Alcott, Louisa May. Little Men 

Bloor, Edward. Tangerine 

Brashares, Ann. The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 

Burnett, Frances H. The Secret Garden 

Cochrane, Mick. The Girl who Threw Butterflies 

Christie, Agatha. The ABC Murders 

Creech, Sharon. Walk Two Moons 

Crutcher, Chris. Whale Talk 

Hinton, S.E. The Outsiders 

Hurwin, Davida W.  A Time for Dancing 

Koertge, Ron. Shakespeare Bats Clean Up 

Levine, Gail C. Ella Enchanted 

Lynch, Chris. Gold Dust 

Myers, Walter Dean. Slam! 

Myers, Walter Dean. Scorpion 

 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

Avi. Crispin 

Avi. True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

Curtis, Christopher P. Birmingham 

Curtis, Christopher P. The Watsons go to Birmingham 

Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain 

Fritz, Jean. Around the World in a Hundred Years. 

Sheth, Kashmira. Keeping Corner 

Smith, Betty. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy Summer 

Voelkel, J & P. Middleworld 

Yolen, Jane. The Devil’s Arithmetic 

 

NON-FICTION 

Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the  

 World 

Cox, Clinton. Come all you Brave Soldiers: Blacks in 

 the Revolutionary War 

Covey, Stephen. Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens 

Herriot, James. All Creatures Great & Small 

Jiang, Ji-Li. Red Scarf Girl 

Lassieur, Allison. Ancient Romans 

Lewis, Michael. The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game 

Lewis, Michael. Money Ball 

Mah, Adeline Y. Chinese Cinderella 

Schomp, Virginia. Ancient India 

Schomp, Virginia.  Ancient Mesopotamia 

 

GRAPHIC NOVELS 

Delisle, Guy. Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea 

Jacobsen, Sid. The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 

Meyers, Stephanie. Twilight 

You are required to read AT LEAST TWO 

books this summer.  At least ONE of these 

must be non-fiction. 

FICTION PROMPTS 

 Describe a character in the story. 

 Make a list of at least three things found in the setting and 

explain the importance/significance of each one. 

 Discuss a conflict that happened in the book. 

 How is one of the characters like or  

different from you or someone you know? 

 Discuss three examples of figurative language  and explain 

how they were used in the story. 

 Write a letter to a character in the novel giving them ad-

vice about a conflict they faced. 

 Discuss ways a character has changed in the novel. 

 

BOTH FICTION and NON-FICTION PROMPTS 

 Describe the cover art AND explain how it represents what 

you’ve read so far. 

 Explain how the time period/era in which the book was set 

affects the story. 

 Summarize what happened in what you read today. 

 Illustrate and label/describe an event or  passage from the 

book. 

 Write five questions you have about the book right now. 

 What has surprised you about the book so far? Why did this 

surprise you? 

 To what kind of reader  would you recommend this book 

AND why? 

 Write a letter to the author giving them advice about how 

you would edit or revise this book to improve it. 

 Explain the theme or central message of this book. 

 What did you learn today that you did not know before? 

 Did you come across a problem in your reading that you 

had not considered before? What was the problem? Could 

you solve it? How? 

 Are any of the real life situations or people that you read 

about today similar to situations or people that you have 

experienced before in life? How were they similar and dif-

ferent? 

 

 


