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A note to families from Cheryl Wrin,  

Director of English Language Arts 

The more that you read, the more 

things you will know.  The more that 

you learn, the more places you’ll go. 

- Dr. Seuss 

Dr. Seuss taught so many of us at an early age to love 

reading through a delightful sense of imagination and 

possibilities.  READING is the single most important 

thing we can do for our own success, both in and out of 

school.  Additionally, just think of the pure enjoyment 

and entertainment we get from reading! Lifelong learning 

is essential for gaining new knowledge, communicating 

effectively, and being prepared for all that life has to of-

fer.  Summer reading helps students hang on to skills 

they’ve learned.  The more they read, the stronger these 

skills become.  Please share reading with your child by 

talking about books and asking lots of questions.  Happy 

reading! 

As with any independent reading, we encourage  

families to help their child choose books of  

suitable interest and maturity level. 

Suggested Book List 
 The Alchemist                     

 by Paulo Coelho 

 American Born Chinese    

 by Gene Luen Yang 

 Children of the River   

 by Linda Crew 

 The Contender    

 by Robert Lipsyte 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-time    

 by Mark Haddon 

 Whale Talk   

 by Chris Crutcher 

 Great Expectations    

 by Charles Dickens 

 Greatest: Muhammad Ali   

 by Walter Dean Myers 

 The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 

 by Douglas Adams 

 Hoops      

  by Walter Dean Myers 

 How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents 

 by Julia Alvarez 

 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  

 by Maya Angelou 

 The Killer Angels     

 by Michael Shaara 

 A Lesson Before Dying    

 by Ernest Gaines 

 Monster      

 by Walter Dean Myers 

 The Perks of Being A Wallflower  

 by Stephen Chbosky * 

 Zora and Me    

 by Victoria Bond & T.R. Simon 

 Speak       

 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

 Slaughterhouse Five   

 by Kurt Vonnegut * 

 Whirligig    
 by Paul Fleischman 
* contains some mature language 



Honors 
Students entering English 9 L1 must read TWO 
books and keep a journal for each book.  The 
books must be chosen from the list  provided in 
this pamphlet. 

 
 
College Prep 
Students entering English 9 L2 must read ONE 
book and keep a journal.  The book must be 
chosen from the list  provided in this pamphlet. 

 
 
Journal Requirements 
For each book you read, keep a journal (honors 
will keep two journals and college prep will 
keep one journal).  In your journal, you must: 
 

 FIRST: Record the title of the book, the au-
thor, and the year it was published. 

 

 SECOND: Write ten journal entries per jour-
nal.  Each entry must be at least half a page 
long and must respond to one of the journal 
prompts listed on the next two pages of this 
pamphlet.   

 
 
Grading and Due Date 
The summer reading and work will be counted 
as your first test grade of the year, so be sure 
to ask your teacher if you have any questions or 
need clarification.  Your completed journal en-
tries are due the first week of school. 
 

Summer Reading 

Guidelines 

 Summarize what happens in what 

you read today. 

 How does the cover art represent 

what you’ve read so far? 

 Describe a conflict that happened 

in the book and explain how it af-

fects the main character. 

 How is one of the characters simi-

lar to or  different from you? 

 How is one of the characters simi-

lar to someone you know? 

 List some examples of figurative  

language you have read and explain     

their purpose. 

 Write a letter to the author or a  

      character. 

 Describe one theme and explain its 

importance. 

 If the setting were different, what 

aspects of the novel would change? 

 

Journal Prompts Journal Prompts 

 Describe the setting and explain 

how it affects the story. 

 Based on what you have read so far, 

predict what might happen next 

and explain why. 

 What has surprised you about the 

book so far?  Explain why. 

 Describe several ways a character 

changes in the novel. 

 Illustrate a passage from the book. 

 List some questions you have about 

the book. 

 What has surprised you about the 

book so far and why? 

 Describe several ways a character 

has changed in the novel. 

 To what kind of reader  would you  

      recommend this book AND why? 


