
 

 

You are required to read 2 books this 

summer, and one must be a non-fiction 

/informational text. 

For the two books you read, keep a log or 

notebook where you: 

 

1. Record the title, the author, and the year 

the book was published. 
 

 

2. Respond in writing to the prompts listed 

to the right. Respond to at least 10 

prompts for each book. Write your 

responses to the prompts as you read, not 

all at once at the end of the book. Each 

response must be complete – 5 sentences 

minimum that fully answer the prompt 

using correct spelling and grammar.  
 

 

3. In September                                       

A. Turn in both journals by Wednesday, 

September 3rd.  

B. One of your journals (the best one, in 

your opinion) will receive a grade. 

C. You will use your second journal to  

complete a project in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prompts – fiction texts only 

Explain the main idea from today’s reading 

with at least 2 supporting details. 

Choose one conflict (problem) in the story and 

explain how the main character responded to it. 

What motivated the character to act that way? 

Write a letter to the main character and give 

he/she advice for dealing with a conflict (problem) 

in the story. 

Describe the main conflict (problem) in the 

book: who are the characters involved, what is the 

problem, and what is the solution? 

Compare and contrast the character traits of 2 

important characters in the story. What dialogue or 

actions support the traits? 

Describe 2 elements of the setting (time and 

place) and how they affect the story. 

Prompts - Non-

Fiction/Informational texts only 

Explain why you selected your non-

fiction/informational text. What are the 2 most 

important pieces of information you learned and 

why do you think they are important? 

Prompts – both Fiction and Non-

Fiction texts 

Discuss a favorite passage and explain why 

you liked it. Be specific. 

Illustrate and label a three-segment comic 

strip of an important event from the text. Include 

dialogue and captions for each segment. 

Would you recommend the book to a 

classmate? Give reasons for your thinking. What 

type of reader would enjoy the book? 

Would you read another book by the author? 

Why or why not? What about the author’s writing 

style makes you like/dislike his/her work? 

What surprised you about the book and why? 

What did you expect? 

List 5 questions you would like to ask the 

author about the book and explain why you asked 

the questions. 

List and explain 5 examples of figurative 

language (metaphor, simile, personification, etc.) 

that you encountered while reading your book. 

React to an event  the book that jumped out at 

you as interesting, amazing, or impressive. Why 

did it “jump out at you”? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact: 

Ms. Cheryl Wrin, 

Literacy Director, K-8 

 

wrinc@randolph.k12.ma.us 

 

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 

 



 

Qualities 0/1 2 3 4 

Presentation/Completion 
(x1) 
- Sets up Journal 
Correctly. 
 -At least ten complete 
journal entries. 
 - written so the reader 
can understand. 

    

Conventions of standard 
English (x1) 
Starred entry includes:     
- Correct writing 
conventions 
- Clear and complete 
sentences 

    

Quality of Responses (x3) 
Journal entry is :                - 
thorough (at least 5-6 
sentences)                           
- contains specific and 
relevant details from the 
text to support thinking. 

    

Score     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Books 

Any grade-level appropriate 

text or: 

Fiction 

A Girl Named Disaster – Nancy Farmer 

Slave Dancer – Paula Fox 

The Clay Marble – Ho Minfong 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli 

The Red Pyramid – Rick Riordan 

The Well of Sacrifice – Chris Eboch 

 

Non Fiction/Informational

The Code: 5 Secrets of Teen Success – 

Mawi Asgedom

Escape: The Story of the Great Houdini – 

Sid Fleischman

The Life you Imagine: Lefi Lessons for 

Achieving your Dreams 

Sea Otter Rescue: The Aftermath of an Oil 

Spill 

World Without Fish – Mark Kurlansky 

Gettysburg: The Graphic Novel – C.M. 

Butzer 

Teen Cyberbullying Investigated: Where Do 

Your Rights End and Consequences Begin? – 

Tom Jacobs 

Fourth Down and Inches: Concussions and 

Football’s Make-or-Break Moment – Carla 

Killough McClafferty 

Beyond: A Solar System Voyage – Michael 

Benson 

Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance 

of Amelia Earhart – Candace Fleming 

Witches: The Absolutely true Tale of 

Disaster in Salem – Rosalyn Schanzer 

 

** As with any independent reading, we encourage 

families to help their children choose books of suitable 

interest and maturity level. 

Randolph Community 

Middle School 

 

Summer Reading Guide 

Grade 7 

  

     Respect 

     Opportunity 

     Community 

     Knowledge 
 

No matter how busy you may think you 

are, you must find time for reading, or 

surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.    

~  Confucius 

Outside of a dog, a book is man's best 

friend. Inside of a dog it's too dark to read.      

~ Groucho Marx 

 

Reading IS important! 

Grading Rubric 


